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TO: Howard K. Kothe, Esq. 

Watson, Leavenworth, Kelton & Taggart 
100 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

FROM: G. E. Ins keep DATE: 9 May 1978 


SUBJECT: SMOKING COMPOSUION/Helf. 582-798 DIY/PM 624/Tem 


In response to the Office Action rejecting Claims 
6 and 9 on the grounds that the corresponding ester without 
the two alpha methyl groups is disclosed in one reference 
while another reference discloses the acid with methyl groups 
but without the hydroxyl, it is only possible to say that many 
complicated compounds will be found to be disclosed in part by 
unrelated references. Neither of the references above suggests 
that the ester will be split on pyrolysis almost exclusively to 
two desirable flavor constituents (piperonal and ethyl isobuty¬ 
rate) or the acid of Claim 9 to two similarly desirable flavors 
(piperonal and isobutyric acid). It is possible on paper to 
construct any number of hypothetical! compounds; invention lies 
in selecting those which have certain desired characteristics 
and in finding a simple route to their preparation. From this 
standpoint the compounds of Claims 6 and 9 are by no means 
obvious from the Aiba et al. paper (enclosed) even when taken 
in conjunction with the nearby index entry showing an 
a,a-dimethyl acid. Even though Claim 11 is presumably no longer in 
this case, it should be noted that it should read (4'-methylphenyl) 
and will have to be corrected if a further divisional is filed. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/xjcjOOOO 




